Blaze National Championships 2007 – Warsash SC – 8-10th June
The forecast did not look inviting with next to no wind forecast for the championships of a class that revels in real wind over the 3 day event.  However the Blaze class got lucky and on each day sea breezes built up and ensured the entire 8 race programme was run intact in warm sunshine and moderate breezes, and under RO Peter Knight very efficiently.

The high number of pre-entries suggested class records would again be broken but the forecast did keep a few away keeping  the numbers competing down to a more modest 45 from 18 clubs on the water.  

Race one got away in light winds with last years champion Mike Lyons (Burghfield SC) and runner up Christian Smart (Pembrokeshire) leading the pack away.  Lyons just got around the windward mark but Smart fell back on the tide allowing Lyons to build a margin for the rest of the race.  Simon Beddows (Burghfield) got past Smart who was 3rd and the 4th position was taken by Tim Powell (Warsash) in a borrowed boat.  Friday’s second race was led by Tim Davison and Lyons in a much improved sea breeze chased by David Angwin (Burghfield) and Nick Miller (Glasson SC).   After about 40 minutes the wind suddenly died away making the tide the determining factor for many.  Peter Knight quickly shortened the race to the relief of all.  It ended a lake sailors benefit with the first four all coming from Burghfield with Lyons followed by Peter Barlow, Angwin, and Beddows.  Miller came in 5th followed by Davison and in 7th Smart. 

Day 2 – R3. With the RO running shorter races it became critical to get the first beat right.  Lyons and Smart got it correct by starting in the middle of the line.  They were followed by Martin Preston (QMSC) in the moderate sea breeze but it was Miller who worked through to 2nd followed by Preston and Roger Williams (Burghfield).  Smart slipped back to 6th on a couple of headers.  
R4.  This time it was Davison followed by Lyons who made the first mark first.  The pack then got held back by a large cruising yacht that followed a direct path from the windward mark to the wing mark.  They could see no apparent reason to alter course for anyone despite ‘helpful’ hints from several of the competitors and the yachts name later became an abusive term in the Warsash bar.  When the pack extricated themselves Smart and Beddows eventually got past Davison who was followed by Miller but they could not get to Lyons.

R5.  Lyons and Davison bet on the pin end of the line but it was Miller, Preston and Smart at the committee boat end that got the assessment right.  Those on the left were halfway down the fleet at the windward mark. Miller won followed by his fellow ‘rightists’ Preston and Smart.   Lyons had by now scrambled back up to 4th but was some way off the lead group.
Day 3 – R6.  More sea breeze races but with time pressure Peter Knight informed the fleet that he would run on time with shorter races on a smaller course.  Even more emphasis on perfect starts and with final positions also being considered the pressure was on !.   It was therefore predictable that the first start would be recalled as the tide helped the keenest over the line.  Student Jonathan Saunders will remember this with regret as he had performed a perfect port end flyer to cross the entire fleet !  The restart saw another newcomer Andrew Hill drive away from the port end, ducking a few sterns but flying up the beat to reach the windward mark with a considerable lead that was never seriously challenged.  Behind him Lyons, Smart, Miller and Davison were fighting it out closely followed by Beddows and Preston.  The boat on boat contest put Smart in 2nd, Lyons 3rd followed by Davison and Miller.   
R.7 – This was very similar to the previous race and yet again Hill struck out to the right very early into clean air and a more favourable tide to pull away.  The battle behind put Miller into 2nd, Beddows into 3rd and Lyons and Davison into 4th and 5th   

R.8 – The line and windward mark was reset.  This time Lyons was the one to head off right away from the fleet chasing after another newcomer, Mark Bamber, in his brand new boat.  This got them to the windward mark with a very useful margin and Lyons quickly pulled through Bamber on the downwind leg.  The real contest now for other championship positions was between Miller, Smart and Beddows.  Smart won through to finish second with Beddows 3rd and a notable 4th position by Bamber who was followed by Miller. 
So ended the10th Blaze Nationals in brilliant sunshine.  It will be remembered for the weather that came good despite a dire forecast, good race organisation, the generous sponsors (free beer, breakfast and the Championship shirts) the standard of racing across the fleet and the good humour plus the now traditional ‘dancing’ by some unnamed competitors to the music of Warsash house band ‘Too Drunk to Dance’ – some clearly did not take the hint contained in the name seriously.  It also marked the arrival of the first Cirrus / Rondar built boats with two of them finishing in the top three.
1st
Mike Lyons

720
Burghfield SC
  8 points

2nd
Christian Smart
741
Pembrokeshire
18 points

3rd
Nick Miller

740
Glasson SC

20 points

4th 
Simon Beddows
570
Burghfield SC
21 points

5th
Andrew Hill

693
Rondar

28 points

6th
Tim Davison

731
Royal Thames
35 points

7th
Martin Preston
722
QMSC

42 points

8th 
David Angwin
710
Burghfield SC
43 points

9th
Mark Bamber
745
Glasson SC

57 points

10th
Peter Barlow
733
Burghfield SC
64 points

(6 to count from 8 races)

1st Master  - Mike Lyons 720 – Burghfield SC

1st Grand Master – Tim Davison – Royal Thames

1st Warsash Boat – Bob Cowan (11th overall – 68 points)

